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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the ap )lication: 
Lfistipg of Claims: 

1) (Currently Amended) A computer-readable m edium havire ^mputer- 
executable components comprising: A oyDtcm for p e rmitting a s e eking entity^ to e otab ish a new 
businosa r e lationflhip wilh a sought ontity^ tho oygtcm comprising: 

a oomputor inoluding a atorafic for storing data and ingtructions tmd ^ yoces a er 
for qxoQuting instniotions storod in th e otoragp; tho otorago oontoining ii . structiona 
corresponding to: 

a) an inquiry receiving component for receiving an inquiry from t le seeking 

entity; 

b) a response receiving component for receiving a respoase im icating an 
existing relationship between the sought entity and an intermediate entity; j\nd 

c) a confirming component for confirming, based on the respond e, that the 
new relationship may be established, the response being indicative of a trost 1 ;vel of the 
sought entity by the intermediate entity regarding *e existing relationship; 

d) a verification component for determining whether inforinatim can be 
shared between entities in accordance with rights management 

2) (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for nerform inp ; steps comprising: A tronsitivo trust n e t W'^ ric syst e m 
ia oiuding q plurality of int e roomiootod ontities for sharing information compricing: 

^ at loQot ono computor for storing data and instructionQ and o pi ^oossor for 

oxoouting inatruotions storod in tho otomgc; tho atoragc containing outruotions 
oorrooponding to: 

^a) generating at least one entity trust list containing at least one 
characteristic of at least two of the entities, a level of trust being gauged by die at least 
one characteristic; 

^ b) generating at least one transactional trust list containing a; least one 
parameter relative to an exchange between at least two of the entities through at least one 
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degree of separation between the entities, the at least one parameter comprisir g a proxy 
parameter, the proxy parameter being indicative of an action that a trus-ted party can 
perform on behalf of a trusting party; and 

d) c) creating at least one receiving component that obtains informt tion from 
the at least one entity trust list and the at least one transactiotial trust hst i i order to 
provide a framework for at least two of the entities to establish relationships be ween one 
another. 

3) (Currently Amended) The comnuter-readable medium of ¥he uoD i ttt vc truflt 
notsvoric syotom aooording to claim 2, wherein the plurality of interconnected entities < orrespond 
to nodes on a network. 

4) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of The cron itivo tniot 
network system aooording to claim 3, wherein the network is a wide area network. 

5) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of The tmn 4 tive trust 
network oyotcm according to claim 3^ wherein the network is the Internet. 

6) (Currently Amended) The comouter-readablc medium of Tho trt m utivo tniot 
notwork systom aooording to claim 3, wherein the entities are business entities, and > /herein the 
system provides a framework for the business entities to discover, validate and establi h business 
relationships over the network. 

7) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Th e trar jitiv e trust 
network oystom aooording to claim 2, wherein the at least two entities have cap ibilities of 
sharing information aboirt other entities, each of the other entities being at least one o a business 
partner and a known contact. 

8) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Th e trai aitiv e trust 
notwork oygtcm aooording to claim 2, wherein the entity trust list contains, for a respe :tivc entity^ 
at least one of: names of known entities and identifying characteristics thcreo"^; previous 
transactions between the respective entity and other entities; historical transactions letween the 
respective entity and other entities; quality ratings of the historical transactions; over dl rating of 
other entities; and map of entity relationships. 
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9) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Tho Irani Itive trust 
not¥ i Torlc syotom oooording to claim 8, wherein the map of entity relationships includ is at least 
information that identifies entities and which other entities they know, and informa ion about 
how relationships were formed between such entities, 

10) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Th e iron ! itiv e trust 
notwoTlc oystcm acoording to claim 2, wherein the transactional trust list hfis jt-oxy trust 
parameters and activity trust parameters. 

11) (Currently Amended) The comtnitet-readahle medium of Tho iron ' itivo trust 
network gystom according to claim 10, wherein the proxy trust parameters include » t least: an 
ability of a respective entity to forward requests to other trusted entities; ability t( » add new 
entities as trusted entities; ability to communicate opinions about a predetermined ent ty to other 
entities; and ability to dynamically create proxy parameters that are specified b ' any two 
cooperating entities. 

12) (Currently Amended) The computer-i^dablc medium of Tho tron i itivc truot 
n e twork s ystem oooording claim 10, wherein activity trust parameters include at k ast one of: 
types of transactions a respective entity can handle; activity trust levels; and past acti vity with a 
predetermined entity. 

13) (Currently Amended) A computer*readabIe medium hav ing computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising; A tronoitivo trust netw u rk oystgrn 
including a plurality of int e rcormooted e ntitioo for ahoring information, compriouig;: 

^ at loaflt on e computer including a storag e for storing dato ond ttg&ae^eng 

and a proooooor for executing instruotions storod in tho storage; tho otomg e -coRtaaBiBg 
instructi o ns oorr e sponding to: 

a) generating an entity trust list containing at least one charact^ ristic of at 
least two of the entities, a level of trust being gauged by the at least one charat :eristic; 

e)b) generating a transactional trust list containing at least one parameter 
relative to an exchange between at least two of the entities through at least oi e degree of 
separation between the entities, the at least one parameter comprising a pcox) parameter. 
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the proxy parameter being indicative of an action thai a trusted party Ciin p nfonn on 

behalf of a trusting party; 

d) ci generating a capability domain and activity trust level data ba^ i for each 
of the at least two entities, the data base having a plurality of levels of I ust and a 
plurality of entity roles> the capability domain and activity trust data base co nprising a 
plurality of entries, each entry being indexed by an entity role and a level of crust, each 
said entry being indicative of a corresponding business process; and 

e) d) creating at least one receiving component that obtains inform \tion from 
the entity trust list and the transactional trust list in order to provide a frames /ork for at 
least two of the entities to establish relationships between one another. 

14) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of ¥be tran i itive trust 
network system oooording to claim 13, vrtierein each respective role in the phirali y of roles 
defines a respective fiinction that one entity fulfills to another entity. 

15) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Tho tron iitivo truot 
network oystcm acoording to claim 13, wherein each respective level of trust in the )lurality of 
levels of trust defines a respective degree of trust between one entity and another entit 

16) (CurF«ntly Amended) The computer-readable medium of The trorsitiv e trust 
network ayotom aooording to claim 13, wherein a respective business process of a plurality of 
business processes is associated with each combination of a respective role of the iltirality of 
roles and a respective trust level of the plurality of trust levels. 

17) (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium ha vmg computer- 
executable instructions for perfomcung steps comprising : A tranaitivo tniflt notw>rk system 
i ncluding a plurality of intorooimoot e d entities for ohnring information, oomprioing: it loont on e 
oomputer including a storago for storing data ond infltruotionQ and o proooPDO F-fe ' oxoouting 
instructionis otorod in tfao fltomgo; th e stomg o containing inPtmotionG oorrosponding to 

al configuring a capability domain and activity trust level daia b; se for each 
of the at least two entities, the database having a plurality of levels of trust ana a plurality 
of entity roles, the capability domain and activity trust level data base cc mprising a 
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plurality of eatries, each entry being indexed by an entity role and a level of trust, each 
said entry being indicative of a corresponding business process; and 

bl creating at least one receiving component that obtains iiiibrm ition from 
an entity trust list and a transactional trust list in order to provide a frame\^ ork For at least 
two of the entities to establish relationships between one another. 

18) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Tho troc iitiv e trust 
fl otwork systom aooording to claim 17, wherein each respective level of trust in the )lurality of 
levels of trust defines a respective degree of trust between one entity and another entit 

19) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of ¥be tran jitivo trust 
nots p vork g^^stcm according to claim 17, wherein each respective role in the plurali:y of roles 
defines a respective function that one entity fulfills to another entity. 

20) (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of ?fes-^ jitivo truot 
notwork system gcoording to claim 17, v\4ierein a respective business process of a )lurality of 
business processes is associated with each combination of a respective role of the plurality of 
roles and a respective trust level of the plurality of trust levels. 

21) (Currently Amended) A method, in a computer system, of establis ling a new 
business relationship with a sought entity over a network, wherein all steps are perfoi med on the 
computer svstem. the method comprising the steps of : 

a) sending, by a first computer to a second computer, an incuiry to an 
intermediate entity to determine if the intermediate entity has an existing elationship 
with the sought entity; 

b) receiving, by the first computer, a response from the inttTmt iiate entity 
indicating an existing relationship between the sought entity and the inierme liate entity; 
and 

c) establishing the new business relationship with the sought enti y based on 
the response, the response being indicative of a trust level of the sought c itity by the 
intermediate entity and of a corresponding valuation criterion* the trust level being 
dependent on the corresponding valuation criterion. 
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22) (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising specifying an acceptable 
degree of separation and determining whether the existing relationship exists withm th s specified 
degree of separation. 

23) (Currently Amended) A method, in a computer system^ of estiblishing a 
relationship with an unknown company , wherein all steps are performed on the cocnpi ter system, 
the method comprising the steps of : 

a) querying, by a first computer to a second computer, at least me trusted 
company to determine the existence of a relationship between the at least )ne trusted 
company and the imknown company; 

b) receiving, by the first computer, a confirmation of a relationsh ip between 
the at least one trusted company, the confirmation being indicative of a trust evel of the 
unknown company by one of the at least one trusted company and a c(»rres ponding at 
least one valuation criterion, the trust level of the unknown company being de pendent on 
the corresponding at least one valuation criterion; and 

c) establishing a relationship with the unknown company in i5sponse to 
receiving die confirmation. 

24) (Currently Amended) A method, in a computer system, <)f * stablishing 
relationships between at least two entities , wherein ail steps are performed on th ; computer 
system, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving, by an associated computer, at a second entity a contact 
identifying a first entity; 

b) checking a list of trasted entities by the second entity to detei mine if the 
first entity is a trusted entity; 

c) querying, another computer by the associated computer, if the first entity 
is not a trusted entity and if a proxy parameter is indicative that tnisted entities are 
permitted to forward requests to other trusted parties, the trusted entities £ind ? pecifying a 
predetermined degree of separation; and 

d) establishing a relationship between the first and second ei) ities when 
the first entity is known by at least one respective entity of the trusted i ntities, the 
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relationship being based on information from one of the trusted erdties, the 
information being indicative of a trust level about the first entity. 

25) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 24, wb€ffi«» i he method 
further comprifloo comprising : 

e) providing a capability domain and activity trust level data t>ase for each of 
entities, the database having a plurality of levels of trust and a plurality of cntit / roles. 

26) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 25, vAeFjia further 
comprising: 

f) supporting each respective role in the plurality of roles tc>_co: respond to 
dofinos a respective function that one entity fulfills to another entity, 

27) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 25, vAefHn further 
comprising: 

t) supporting each respective level of trust in the plurality of level * of trust to 
correspond to d e fin es a respective degree of trust between one entity and aaotl er entity. 

28) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 25, further 
comprising: 

fi supporting a respective business process of a pluraliiy (f business 
processes that is associated with each combination of a respective role of the plurality of 
roles and a respective trust level of the plurality of trust levels. 

29) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 24, ^^^^lereiB lie method 
further e Mnprise s comprising: 

e) providing a capability domain and activity trust level datal^ase for each of 
entities, the matrix having a plurality of levels of trust and a plurality of cr^tity roles. 

30) (Currently Amended) A method in a transitive trust network for iroviding a 
framework for at least two entities to establish relationships between one anotlier, tl e transitive 
trust network including at least one computer, wherein all steps are performed on the at least one 
computer, the method comprising the steps of: 
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a) receiving, by an associated computer, at a second entity a contact 
identifying a first entity; 

b) checking a list of trusted entities, associated with the second en ity, by the 
second entity to determine if the &st entity is a trusted entity; 

c) querying, another computer by the associated computer, if the first entity 
is not a trusted entity and if a proxy parameter is indicative that trusied mtities are 
permitted to forward requests to other trusted parties, by the second entity at 1 :ast a tfiird 
entity of the trusted entities associated with the second entity, and sfecifying a 
predetermined degree of separation; 

d) checking a list of trusted entities, associated with the third en ity, by the 
third entity to determine if the first entity is a trusted entity; 

e) continuing querjdng and checking, if the first entity is not a tri sted entity, 
until a maximum separation of the degree of separation is reached or until the first entity 
is known to a respective trusted entity; and 

f) establishing a relationship between the first and second entitle 9 when the 
first entity is known by at least one respective entity of the trusted e ritities, the 
relationship being based on information from one of the least one respe<:tivt entity, the 
infonnation being indicative of a level of trust about the first entity. 

31) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 30, whoroin ie method 
further oompris es comprising: 

g) providing a capability domain and activity trust level data base for each of 
the entities, the data base having a plurality of levels of trust and a plurali y of entity 
roles. 

32) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 31, ^vheem further 
comprising: 

h> supporting each respective role in the plurality of roles ti)_cc Tespond to 
defin e s a respective function that one entity fulfills to another entity. 

33) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 31, M^ie^ fiirther 
comprising: 
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h) supporting each respective level of trust in the plurality of level of trust to 
correspond to defiaes a respective degree of trust between one entity and ajioth sr entity. 

34) (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 31, v4ie^FHi5t further 
comprising: 

^) supporting a respective business process of a plural ily cf business 
processes Aat is associated with each combination of a respective role of the plurality of 
roles and a respective trust level of the plurality of trust levels. 

35) (Currently Amended) A method in a transitive trust network J or ] roviding a 
framework for Companies to establish relationships between one another, the trarsitive trust 
network including at least one compute r wherein all steps are performed on the z t least one 
computet^ the method comprising the steps of: 

a) contacting, between a first computer and a second co)npu:er, a first 
company by a second company regarding a potential relationship; 

b) checking) by the first company, a trusted user list thereof and < etermining 
if the second company is known to the first company; 

c) querying, by the first company when the second company i; unknown, 
companies that are trusted users thereof to determine who is available for peer requests; 

d) notifying, by a third company, the first company that the third x)mpany is 
an active peer; 

e) verifying, by the third company* a rights management mode) that exists 
between the third company and the first company; 

f) querying, by the first company, the third company to deter nine if the 
second company is known to the third company, specifying a maxi nimi of a 
predetennined number of degrees of separation; 

g) querying, by the third company when the second company i . unknown, 
compaities that are trusted users thereof to determine who is available for ])eer requests; 

h) forwarding, by the third company, based on a respectii'e Lst of peers 
thereof and a trust agreement between the first company and the third comj any, a **Do 
You Know*' query to further Companies on behalf of the first company, veri ^g rights 
management models between all peers; 
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i) verifying by the further Companies the rights management jaodel and 
determining if any of the further Companies know the second company; 

j) querying, by a respective company of the further Companies when the 
respective company knows the second company, the second company to deter nine if the 
second company is active for peer requests; 

k) responding by the respective company to the third compan/ with an 
affirmative on knowing the second company, in response to the "Do You Kjiov " query; 

1) notifying, by the third company, the first company that the thir I company 
knows the second company through the predetermined number of degreej^ of ;eparation, 
and passing transitive trust rights to the first company; 

m) establishing, by the first company, contact with the respectiv , company 
through the trust passed by the third company; 

n) querying, by the first company, the further company for aa "c pinion" on 
the second company, the further company providing feedback based on rights i ales; and 

o) establishing, by the first company, a relationship with the sccon 1 company 
based on the feedback firom the further company. 

36) (Previously Present«d) A computer-readable medium for use in a tran itive trust 
network for providing a framework for at least two of the entities to establish relations Jiips 
between one another, the computer-readable medium having computer-executable ins ructions 
for performing the steps comprising: 

a) receiving at a second entity a contact identifying a first entixy; 

b) checking a list of trusted entities by the second entity to cletei mine if the 
first entity is a trusted entity; 

c) querying, if the first entity is not a trusted entity and if a prox; parameter 
is indicative that trusted entities are permitted to forward requests to othei tru: ted parties, 
the trusted entities and specifying a predetermined degree of separation; and 

d) establishing a relationship between the first and second en ities when 
the first entity is known by at least one respective entity of the trusted i ntities, the 
relationship being based on information from one of the at least one respec live entity, 
the information being indicative of a level of trust about the first entity. 
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37) (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
data structure comprising: 

a) a capability domain having a plurality of entity roles within a 
predetermined degree of separation; and 

b) an activity trust domain having a plurality of levels of trust; 

c) a respective business process of a plurality of business proce ises being 
associated with each combination of a resi)ective role of the plurality of r )les and a 
respective trust level of the plurality of trust levels, wherein the data structure is indexed 
by the capability domain and the activity trust domain to obtain a correspondii g business 
process. 

38) (Original) The computer-readable medium having stored thereon a da" a structure 
according to claim 37, wherein each respective role in the plurality of roles defines a respective 
function that one entity fulfills to another entity. 

39) (Or^al) The computer-readable medium having stored thereon :i da a structure 
according to claim 37, wherein each respective level of trust in the plurality of lev ;ls of trust 
defines a respective degree of trust between one entity and another entity, 

40) (Previously Presented) The transitive trust network system of claim : 3, wherein 
the corresponding business process is selected from a group consisting of a design process, a 
source process, a plan process, a buy process, a make process, a sell process, a fiillill process, 
and a service process. 

41) (Previously Presented) The transitive trust network system of claim 3, wherein 
the entity trust list includes an overall trust score between two entities, the overall trust score 
being determined from an associated plurality of entries of the capability domiun ; nd activity 
trust level data base, 

42) (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, w4i«eift fiirther comp ising: 

e^ associating each of the trusted entities is osaooiated witli ar associated 
trust level that is more trusted than a predetermined minimum trust levelv i jjac 

f) establishing w h e r e in the predetermined minimum trust level is established 
by an associated proxy parameter. 
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43) (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein further compr sing: 

f i ) associating the third entity ia aggooioted with an associated trus level that 
is mote trusted than a predetermined minimum trust levelv : and 

h^ establishing ¥ 4tCTeiH the predetermined minimum trust level is-* otablish e d 
by an associated proxy parameter, 

44) (Currently Amended) A computer- readable medium havbig compute 
executable instructions for performing steps comorising: A oolooted ontity tfao giq>portfl 
oGtabliahing a now bupihooo r e lationGhip with onothor interoonnootod entity in a tran i itivo trust 
network, the Qcloctod entity oompri s ia g? 

g computor including a otomg c for storing data and ingtructi eas-aad-t prooessor 
for c3cocuting inotruotions storod in tfao Gton^ e ; the storage containijig iistnustiona 
e orresponding to: 

creating a trust component that stores a trust level for each directly inte xonnected 
entity and at least one corresponding valuation criterion for determining the trust level 
and that obtains an associated trust level of a sought entity through an interconnected 
intermediate entity if the sought entity is not directly interconnected to the sele ited entity, 
the trust component comprising: 

ail entity trust portion that includes a first data structure, th 5 first data 

structure storing a distinguishing characteristic of each sai i directly 

inteiconnected entity, a degree of trust being indicative of the di5 tinguishing 

characteristic; and 

a transactional trust portion that includes a second datii stucture, the 
second data structure including a plurality of transactional paraneters, the 
plurality of transactional parameters being indicative of criteria for cor ducting the 
new business relationship, the plurality of transactional parameters cor iprising: 

a proxy parameter that is indicative of an activity, he activity 
being performed by a trusted party on behalf of a trusting party and 

a plurality of activity-tnist parameters being indexed b} an activity 
trust domain and a capability domain, the activity trusi, do nain being 
indicative of an activity trust level, the capability domain bein { indicative 
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of an activity process level, each activity-trust parameter beting indicative 

of an associated business process; and 
creating a transactional component that provides peer-to-peer cap ibility for 
sharing infortnation with the other interconnected entity, the transactional * omponent 
utilizing information from the trust component. 
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